
I have worked at Newark Equestrian, a small friendly riding school
located in Newark for just over a year and half, and am currently
working towards my Advanced Apprenticeship. It is a fantastic
environment to work in with a great atmosphere, lovely clientele,
and lots of opportunities to further my knowledge in the equine
industry. One such opportunity was the acquisition of a project pony,
a 13.2hh chestnut gelding called Elvis. Having been bought straight
from the field in which he had lived doing nothing for two years for
the riding school, he appeared nothing unique, but proved to be quite
a handful, so I purchased him from Christine, my employer, in April
last year. Initially my plan was just to school him, get him fit and
sell him on in a few months for the summer, but

with all the schooling work he proved to work in a lovely outline and soon
showed that he has a scopey jump. I entered him into his first Intro dressage
competition and he received a score of 60.2% - not bad for a horse who had
only just come back into work. Encouraged by our first outing, I continued
to work on his schooling and his fifth attempt was at Prelim level, achieving
a score of 62% and qualifying us for the Northern Region Dressage Challenge
semi-final and Arena UK Summer Championship. In the Summer Championship
we came second, putting another feather in this riding school pony's cap of
achievements. With lots more work put in, we headed over to Witham Villa
for the semi-final, and Elvis achieved a score of 66% - his highest yet and
the second highest score of the day, meaning he received Reserve Champion
of the entire competition! Qualification for the finals was secured and in
October 2012, only 8 months after he had started his re-schooling, Elvis
received third place overall in the NRDC at Prelim level, which would have
been impossible at the start of the year.In addition to all of his dressage
schooling, I have also participated in three SCT Masterclasses with Elvis -
with Matthew Sampson, Mark Kyle, and Yogi Breisner, all of which have helped
with his jumping, a talent he has a natural affiliation for. For in the Yogi
masterclass, Elvis and I jumped our first 1m course ever, and he didn't touch
a single pole. It has also given me the confidence to take him show jumping
on a few occasions, and take him hunting, which I would have never felt
able to do before. All of this I could not have achieved without the knowledge
supplied by SCT, and the support given by Christine and the rest of the Newark
Equestrian team. And it just goes to show that you can't judge a horse by
first appearances, for in the year that I have had Elvis, he has proven to be
much more than a riding school horse.




